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The Department of the Army announces with  deep  regret 
the denth  of the  Honorable C E ~ E F J  ERWIN WILSON, former 
Secretary of Defense,  which occurred at  Wilson, Louisiana, 
on 28 September 1981. 

Mr. WILSON was born In Minerva, Ohio on 18 July 1890. 
He grnduated from the Carnegie  Institute of Technology in 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania  in 1009 with Bachelor of Science 
Degree. He served  in m n w  cnpacitles including president 
Of Qenernl Motors Corporation  nnd Chief Executive Offlcer 
of Qeneral Motors  Corporation Drior to his appointment as 
Secretary of Defense. 
For ten years following hia gradnatlon from the Onrnegle 

Institute of Technology, Mr. WILSON mas employed by the 
Westinghouse Ellectrfc and Manufacturing Uolupnny in the 
Pittsburgh  district. In his work at Westinghouse, he came 
i n  contact  with automobile manufacturers and Ienrned the 
importance of costa and volume manufacturing,  and obtained 
excellent training  in  the  practical npplication of engineering 
knowledge. 

In 1912, Mr. WILBON designed  the flrst automobile stnrt- 
ing  motors made by Westinghouse  and  in 1916 was &Pen 
charge of all Westinghouse automobile  electrical WUiPment 
engineering. Durlng World War I, he was In charge O f  

design and development of Westinghouae radio generators  
and  dynnmotors for the Army and Navy. 

Mr. WILL~OX joined Qenernl Motors in  April 1919, a~ chief 
engineer and  enles  manager of the  automoblle divlslon Of 

the Remy Electric Uompany. Later he became chief engi- 
neer of the compnny. Wblle serving in this caPacitY, he 
initiated a rededgnlng program that helped materially in 
putting the Remy Electric  operations on a sound financial 
basis. I n  December 1921, he was nlade factory  manager and 
in February 1925, he became general manager. 

A yenr later,  the  Dayton  Dngineering  Laboratorlea Corn- 
pany was added  to the Remy Ellectric ComponJr and Mr. 
WILSON becnme preafdent and genernl aanager of t h e  newly- 
Organized Delco-Remy Corporation. 





source for mnny militnry and indastrinl bodice of the aov- 
ernment, including Congresslonal Committees, 011 the use of 
resources and mnnpower. This service wne of inestimable 
value to the Nntion. With hls pnssing, the country hns loat 
~1 very loyal nnd prominent citizen. 
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