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illto the soutliern perimeter oP the coinpnny. Despite repented assaults, thir 
gtriiltnt company of only 70 men infiictcd easualties nt the ra te  of 17 to 1. refuging 
to relinquish any pnrt of the crucinl co~umanding ground it held. When the 
bnttalion %as ordered to withdram, the Tank (&'PCcial 'FFeapons) Companr 
orderetl to  nct as n holding ani1 covering force. But ns the two flanking units 
withtlrew, the enemy was quick to f i l l  the resulting vacuums, to strengthen their 
eaveiopment, and redouble their efforts to eliminate the obstacle to  their .sacceral. 
Then, almost sininltaneons with the reception of its own withdrawal order, the 
eorupnny mas dielodged Iroin a portion of it3 posltion by a sudden poi~rrfnl 
enemy rnsh. Realizing lhnt several de:l(l and wounded had been left to the 
eiremy, the company, nom critically 10% in numbers and exhtlnstccl, refuired to 
move out and proceerled to reorganize and rnl& in one last courageous a%~sanlt 
to recover t?Ar injured comrades. The cornpanx then conducted nu orderly 
withdrawal, despite haring to run a gauntlet of are. The tenacity of purpwe 
under the most intense pressure, the coornge:e, the fnith with which the Tan& 
(irpccia~ Kcapons) C O ~ I ~ ~ ~ J V  nchiered its long bitterly contested stand, p w  
\ented a large sector of tlie United Nations front from collapsing. The Fa#& 
(6pecial TVeapons) Company 10th Battalion Cotnbat Team, Philippine Erpe- 
d l t b a r y  &roe to  Harea, dis$&tpetl such g:ullantrF, determination, and Writ 
rle corps in neeomplishing its mlssioii untter extremely clinicult ani1 hazardow 
condftions a8 to set it apart and ahow other units par t i~ ipa~ing  io the action 
The fndlvidaal and collectire heroism of the members of  this Taliant company 
reflect the highest credit on themsclres, their honieland, and the Armed Forcea 
nf the  Unltwl Xntions. (Ge?"' Orders 569, Ileadprtarfers, Eighth United 
RWea Amny, Emea, %.I July 1951.) 

I ~ ~ ~ ~ E ~ l T O ~ I O ~ S  UNIT C O ~ ~ ~ N D A T I O ~ . - ~ ~  &Ireellon of the Secretary 
tvf the Army, under AI1 200-15, the Jieritorious Knit Cornwendntion is awarded 
to the following units for exceptionally nieritorions conduct in the performanee 
of outstnulling service during the periods indicated. Tlie citations rend as 
follows : 

1. The 25th EuaouatiMt EOf;loep<tilZ is commended for erceptionnlIy meritorions 
condiict In the performnnce of outstanding services in  the Asiatic-Pacific Theater 
tliiring the period 20 Norember 1912 to 3U Norember 19.45 Arriving nt E%piritn 
Smto, XCm Hebrides, i n  Sovewber, n field hospital was built and started limited 
operations on 6 February 1043, clcsplte torrential rains, intense heat, troplral 
dfsenses, and enemy bombardment, Origlnnlly organized ns an eracuation h e  
Dital, the %fh Ecacuai.io& Pjlospital unit actually sewed the command as n com- 
bined station, evacuation, and geucral hospital, rendering surgery, treatmen& 
nnd eracudtion during n 25h-year period to more than 20,WO resident patients, 
30,000 OubpatlentB, a;d 05,000 treatment cases not requiring h o S p I ~ a l ~ t ~ O n  or 
out-pntient aerricc. flirough the persistent and tndustrlous application to dotg 
by a11 members of the unit. double the normal capacity of patients were pme 
+!%%I and m a w  hundreds of American lives were doubtless snvcd. In  April 
1045, tho organization moved to Batangas, Philippine Islands, where nnother 
hosp1tal wns built and -liere the nntt cared for more than 5,OOO sick nntl wounded 
patients with the  st" high effictency anti esprit de corps ns had k e n  prevalent 
at  Espfritu S m t o .  m e  operating efficiency, mornle, discipline, nnd devotion 
to duty  maintained iR the S f k  lcacrratlon Bospital throughout this 
pertod reflect great credit on the unit  nnd the military service. 
2. The M t h  Naval C o m a t r u c t h  Battalion is commended for exceptionally merf. 

torions condnct In the performanee of outstanding serviees in the &&tie- 
f'aacf8c Theater durlng the period l July 1943 to 15 March 1944. I n  Jnly 1845, 
thfs tmft wns Rasignetl the task of constructing an advance airbase on WoMilarL: 
I@md. I n  4 months it had cnrved n 0,700-foot rnnwny out of dense Jungle 
and @x@tmcted the wsmtial accessory facilities, despite every obstacle of ter- 
nrln, weathe?, nnd frequeut interference from enemy air attacks. MOfiW, 
La ~ ~ ~ ~ r ,  to ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ e n ,  New Guinea, with assistance from nn Army en&- 
aBer babtalion, thls unit constructed another base, again overcoming dffBcnR 
t"in and warHng in incessant mln and under frequent enemy b o m b a r h "  
-@&on of the misston a t  FinschhaPen by 1s  arch faciiitated air o g e r a t i o ~  
Is %Wrt of combat operations and permitted early neutralization of enemy a b  
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