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wt& his way toward friendly lines. During the first day of hfs tortuous 
farmnes, he encountered a group of enemy soldiers and feigned death while 

@&ed and beat his face and body before leaving him for dead. Later, 
8 -nons snake bit his hand, adding further torture to his progress. Driven 
b his desire to help those depending upon him, he flnally succeeded in crawling 
b a friendly position, where he refused evacnatfon until he made sure that a 
m e  prty mns dispatched to  his helpless comrades. Private Easders' indomi- 
Mle &rit and tenacious deTOtion in insuring the rescue of his comrades reflect 
great credft on himself and are in keeping with the highest traditions of the 
xailiw service. 
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