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MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION 
 
SUBJECT:  Army Directive 2011-01—(Repeal of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”)    
 
 
1.  The effective date of the repeal of 10 U.S.C. § 654, commonly known as “Don't Ask, 
Don't Tell,” will be 60 days after the President, the Secretary of Defense, and the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff certify to Congress that the Department of Defense 
is prepared to implement repeal in a manner consistent with the standards of military 
readiness, military effectiveness, unit cohesion, and recruiting and retention of the 
Armed Forces.  At that time, the guidance in this directive will apply to all Active 
Component, U.S. Army Reserve, Army National Guard, and Army National Guard of the 
United States activities.  This directive details Army policy to ensure consistency with 
the repeal of 10 U.S.C. § 654.   
 
2.  Upon the effective date of the repeal of 10 U.S.C. § 654, Soldiers will not be subject 
to administrative separation from service on the basis of legal homosexual acts, a 
statement that a Soldier is homosexual or bisexual, or marriage to a person of the same 
sex.  Existing administrative separation actions or investigations based on 10 U.S.C. 
§ 654 and associated policies will be canceled.  Upon the effective date of the Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell Repeal Act of 2010, homosexual conduct will no longer be a basis for 
denial of entry into the Army or separation from the Army, and separation program 
designator codes for separations for homosexual conduct will be eliminated.  Army 
activities will eliminate any references to these codes in policy documents. 
 
3.  Following the effective date of the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell Repeal Act of 2010, requests 
for reentry by those individuals previously separated on the basis of homosexual 
conduct should be evaluated according to the same criteria as other former 
servicemembers seeking reentry.  In considering requests for reentry, the fact that the 
basis of the separation was homosexual conduct will not be considered to the detriment 
of the applicant. 
 
4.  If otherwise qualified, prior service applicants separated with an honorable or 
uncharacterized discharge who have a separation code indicating homosexual conduct 
as the basis for separation shall be considered eligible for enlistment.  Disqualifying 
factors that may reflect adversely on the servicemember’s record that are ancillary to 
the separation or the homosexual conduct should be considered on an individualized, 
case-by-case basis.  Servicemembers separated for any reason with a general 
discharge (under honorable conditions), other than honorable discharge, 
dishonorable discharge or bad conduct discharge are not eligible for enlistment.  
Former servicemembers may apply for a review and upgrade of these discharges to the 
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Air Force Review Board, the Army Review Boards Agency, or the Board for Correction 
of Naval Records, as appropriate. 
 
5.  Army activities will not request or collect individual data from recruits or Soldiers 
about sexual orientation except when it is an essential part of an investigation or other 
official action.  Briefings to applicants for enlistment and appointment addressing 
standards of personal conduct and separations policy will be amended to incorporate 
the new policy. 
 
6.  Enclosure 1 is the Department of Defense policy guidance that will take effect on the 
date of repeal (yet unknown).  Enclosure 2 shows the specific changes to Army 
regulations and policies affected by the repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.  Army activities 
will implement these changes immediately upon the effective date of the Don't Ask, 
Don't Tell Repeal Act of 2010 and incorporate these changes into all applicable 
regulations and policies as soon as practical. 
 
7.  The Deputy Chief of Staff (DCS), G-1 is the proponent for this policy.  The DCS, G-1 
point of contact is Mr. Paul Aswell, 703-695-7693, DSN 225-7693 or 
paul.aswell@conus.army.mil. 
 
 
 
 
Enclosures JOHN M. McHUGH 
 
DISTRIBUTION: 
Principal Officials of Headquarters, Department of the Army 
Commander 

U.S. Army Forces Command 
U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command 
U.S. Army Materiel Command 
U.S. Army Europe 
U.S. Army Central 
U.S. Army North 
U.S. Army South 
U.S. Army Pacific 
U.S. Army Africa 
U.S. Army Special Operations Command 
Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command 
U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command/Army Strategic Command 
Eighth U.S. Army 
U.S. Army Network Enterprise Technology Command/9th Signal Command (Army) 
U.S. Army Medical Command 
(CONT) 
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DISTRIBUTION:  (CONT) 
U.S. Army Intelligence and Security Command 
U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Command 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
U.S. Army Military District of Washington 
U.S. Army Test and Evaluation Command 
U.S. Army Reserve Command 
U.S. Army Installation Management Command 

Superintendent, United States Military Academy 
Director, U.S. Army Acquisition Support Center 
 
CF: 
Commander, U.S. Army Accessions Command 
Director, Office of Business Transformation 
Executive Director, Army National Cemeteries Program 
Commander, U.S. Army Cyber Command 
Director, Army National Guard 
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